Reading Lesson: The European Honeybee (B2 Level)
Reading Comprehension | Critical Thinking
Overview
This lesson develops upper-intermediate learners’ reading comprehension skills using an informational text on the European honeybee. The lesson focuses on building both surface-level understanding and deeper analysis through structured reading tasks. Activities emphasize skimming, scanning, and critical thinking to help learners engage with complex informational texts.
Learning Objectives
· Students will develop skimming and scanning skills for reading comprehension 
· Students will demonstrate understanding of key ideas and supporting details 
· Students will engage in critical thinking by analyzing and responding to informational text
Learner Profile
· Level: B2 (Upper Intermediate) 
· Age Group: Young adults (18–23) 
· Class Size: 16 students 
· Prior Knowledge: Familiarity with general reading strategies and academic vocabulary
Instructional Approach
This lesson uses a staged reading approach, moving from general comprehension to detailed analysis. Students first engage with the text through skimming and scanning tasks, followed by deeper comprehension questions that require critical thinking and interpretation.
Lesson Structure
1. First Reading: Skimming & Scanning (5 minutes)
Students answer one general question and one specific detail question to quickly engage with the text and identify key information.
2. Second Reading: In-Depth Comprehension (15 minutes)
Students respond to open-ended questions that require a deeper understanding of the text, including explanation of key concepts and analysis of content.

Sample Questions
Skimming & Scanning
· What is the primary reason for the decline in bee populations? 
· How long does a queen bee typically live? 
In-Depth Comprehension
· What are the characteristics of eusociality in honeybees? 
· What are the roles of the three castes within a colony? 
· How does diet affect the development of each caste? 
· What functions do worker bees perform? 
· What happens to drones after mating? 
· What factors are contributing to the decline in bee populations? 
· What could be the broader impact of the bee population decline on ecosystems and humans? 

Materials
· Informational reading text 
· Comprehension question set 
· Classroom discussion prompts
Downloadable Materials 
· Lesson worksheet (PDF) 
· Activity materials 
· Question set

Assessment Strategy
Student understanding is assessed through responses to comprehension questions and participation in discussion. Open-ended questions allow for evaluation of both comprehension and analytical thinking.
Rationale
This lesson is designed to build both reading fluency and critical thinking skills. The progression from skimming to deeper analysis helps students develop confidence in approaching complex texts. The use of real-world content increases engagement while reinforcing the importance of reading for understanding and interpretation.
Skills Demonstrated
· Reading comprehension instruction 
· Question and assessment design 
· Critical thinking development 
· Structured lesson progression
