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LOG L I N E .L OG L I N E .
In Victorian England,  power  and patriarchy  rule

—but  one  ambit ious  woman wil l  turn i t  a l l
ups ide  down to  chase  the  man she  loves . . .  by

conning her  way into  the  highest  o f  h igh soc ie ty .

Wil l  her  l i e s  br ing her  everything she  wanted—
or ruin her  chances  at  happiness?
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S Y NO P S I S .S Y NO P S I S .
Janie O’Farrel l  comes from the humblest  of
beginnings ,  but  her wit  and charm have brought
her far . . .  Far  enough to have a  chance meeting
with a  man she thought would never spare her a
second glance.  The Duke Huntingdon not  only
steps in when an old enemy threatens her—he
spares  his  t ime and attention and l is tens to her
story.  He’s  kind,  noble ,  and most  importantly ,
s ingle .  Now Jane wants  nothing more than to see
him again.  But  she’s  a  woman,  and poor,  so al l
society is  set  against  her advancement.  What ’s  a
gir l  to  do but  fake i t  t i l l  she makes i t ?

Jane assumes a  new identi ty ,  travel ing to London
as the long-lost  heiress  of  the Fortune merchant
family,  a l l  lost  at  sea—or so everyone thought .  As
Fel ici ty Fortune,  Janie l ies ,  cons,  and f l ir ts  her
way through high society.  Along the way,  she
makes al l ies ,  fr iends,  and a  plethora of  enemies
who yearn to tear  her down.  But  how long can her
facade last?  And wil l  the Duke st i l l  wants  her
when her tower of  l ies  comes crumbling down?
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CHA R A C T E R S .C H A R A C T E R S .

Janie O’Farrel l  (24)
Janie is  f ierce,  smart ,  and not  above lying to get  what  she
wants .  She’s  done i t  a l l ,  from washerwoman to maid to brothel
employee.  And frankly,  i t ’ s  a l l  terrible .  What  she wants—what
she deserves—is the l i fe  of  leisure that  less  witty ,  less
charming women have s imply by virtue of  birth.  So when the
opportunity arises  to chase Duke Huntingdon to London,
posing as  Fel ici ty Fortune,  long-lost  heiress  of  the Fortune
family,  er ,  family fortune,  Janie doesn’t  miss  a  beat .  She can
lie  her way through anything:  what ’s  a  l i t t le  fraud on top of
that?

For al l  her  conniving,  Janie is  a  champion of  the underdog and
a best  fr iend to those truly in need.  She wil l  s teal  for  her
friends,  l ie  for  a  s is ter ,  and poison a  creepy man who was
asking for  i t .  But  she wil l  have to use every weapon in her
arsenal  to stay on top of  high society ’s  schemes,  which are
even more wicked than a  mind l ike hers  could’ve anticipated.
Along the way,  she may discover that  Huntingdon is  not  the
prize she’s  truly after—and that  freedom, her north star ,  i s
s l ipping away from her grasp. . .
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CHA R A C T E R S .C H A R A C T E R S .

Nicholas ,  Duke of  Huntingdon (30)

Nicholas  is  a  bachelor ,  one of  the most  el igible  in al l  England,  and
a bit  vain about  i t  to  boot .  But  for  a l l  his  money (and there’s  a  lot
of  i t ) ,  Nicholas  is  unhappy in London society.  He frequently f lees
North just  to  get  away from it  a l l ,  and dresses  up as  a  peasant  just
to try and understand the common man.  But  understanding eludes
him. Perhaps his  wealth is  the problem, and his  birth has
condemned him to misery.

Meeting a  sweet  washerwoman named Janie in the North changes
his  l i fe .  For the f irst  t ime,  Nicholas  feels  heard,  understood—
wanted for  who he i s  more than what  he can give.  He leaves  the
encounter  convinced he has  what  he needs to be a  better  man.

Imagine his  surprise  when Janie reappears  in London as  the lost
heiress  of  the Fortune family.  Nicholas ’s  feel ings  for  her persist—
but they’re  at  odds with his  newfound need to not  be defined by
his  wealth.  Fel ici ty Fortune is  a  s tr iver  and a  player of  the game.
Wil l  Nicholas ’s  love for  her keep him embroiled in society ’s
darknesses  for  the rest  of  his  l i fe ,  or  wil l  he f ind another way to
his  true self?
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CHA R A C T E R S .C H A R A C T E R S .

Clara (28)
Janie ’s  best  fr iend up North,  Clara has  seen i t  a l l  l ike Janie ,  but  is  a
l i t t le  more cynical  about  Janie ’s  ambit ions .  When did a  working-
class  gir l  ever get  ahead in l i fe ,  anyway? Survival  is  what  Clara
priorit izes .  But  when Janie starts  to succeed,  Clara starts  to be
swayed.  In fact ,  Clara wants  in .  She heads up Janie ’s  spy
recruitment and moves to London to serve as  Janie ’s  top
informant .  But  they might  not  a lways see eye-to-eye.  Wil l  old
friendship or  new ambit ious rule  the day?

Frederick “Fred” Marion (34)
A hardscrabble journal ist  who started out  poor,  Fred is  the f irst—
perhaps the only—to real ly  fol low Janie ’s  s tory to the source.  And
what  he f inds out  could blow her cover forever .  But  Fred’s  a lso
charmed by Janie and f inds himself  rooting for  her success .  He
blackmails  her into giving her access  to London’s  e l i tes ,  while
gett ing closer  to Janie for  the sake of  his  own feel ings .  He knows
that  Janie ’s  going to get  engaged to Duke Nicholas ,  and warns her
against  i t :  i t ’ l l  only hasten her downfal l  i f  her  ascent  is  to  rapid.
But  Janie ’s  not  l is tening.  Fred’s  inf luence over her only goes so far .
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P I L O T .P I L O T .

Janie has  a  magical  chance encounter  with the Duke
Nicholas—and her fr iends,  the underdogs,  thieves ,  and
prost i tutes  of  Manchester—are both thri l led and worried
for her .  When Janie learns that  Nicholas  is  going to
London,  she concocts  a  plan to get  everything she wanted
in one fel l  swoop:  a  man,  money,  and a  t i t le .  I f  she can
pull  i t  off ,  i t ’ l l  be legendary.  I f  she fai ls ,  they might  ki l l
her .  Probably.  Shouldn’t  the punishment be a  l i t t le  lesser
for gir ls?

Janie dons the disguise of  Fel ici ty Fortune,  who was
thought dead at  sea age 11 ,  over ten years  ago,  with her
entire  wealthy family.  To the who’s  who of  London,  Janie
spins a  ta le  so al luring,  so wondrous,  and so detai led that
some people start  to  bel ieve her ,  while  others  s tart  to  hate
her .  Opinions are published in every newspaper;  gossips
ring her doorbel l .  She becomes the talk  of  every town.

Her rocket-fuel  r ise  to the top places  her in the Duke’s
path again at  a  bal l .  He remembers her as  Janie ,  but  she
has to convince him she’s  Fel ici ty .  Nicholas  reluctantly
accepts  her story,  and Fel ici ty dances with him, the bel le
of  the bal l  ensnaring her unknowing vict im.
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S E A S O N  O N E .S E A S O N  O N E .
Janie ’s  r ise  to the top can’t  go on l ike this  forever .  Before too long,
blackmail  comes her way in the form of  journal ist  Fred Marion.
Fred wants  access  to everyone.  Fel ici ty wants  what  he knows to
stay hush-hush.  They str ike a  deal ,  but  Nicholas  grows suspicious .
Just  who is  Janie—er,  Fel ici ty—spending t ime with?  And why does
she sometimes s l ip into a  Manchurian accent?

Janie needs fr iends,  and what  she needs,  she gets .  She imports  her
Northern fr iends to London to act  as  her own personal  spy empire.
Some of  her spies  work at  London’s  brothels ,  other as  maids and
manservants .  Before long she’s  uncovering blackmail  of  her own to
use against  those who would threaten her .  Unfortunately,  her
spying also uncovers  secrets  Nicholas  would rather keep secret ,
such as  him being a  bastard.  Janie might  have just  found an
explosive that  could blow up al l  London society,  and NIcholas ’s
hereditary l ine too,  should the secret  get  out .

Nicholas  wars  with himself  and decides  to propose to Janie-
Fel ici ty .  Fel ici ty holds  him off ,  s tart ing to wonder i f  she could get
a  better  offer .  Fred Marion digs  deeper,  and Janie ’s  spies  grow
rest less  as  she becomes a  petty dictator .  

Someone is  going to have to come out  on top.  But  i t  might  not  be
who Janie thinks i t  wi l l  be .
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F U T U R E  S E A S O N S .F U T U R E  S E A S O N S .

Janie discovers  that  she’s  not  the only person whose l i fe  is
bui l t  on l ies .  Previous enemies turn into reluctant  a l l ies  as
bigger enemies draw near .  Her spy network—once used and
abused for  her own good—fractures ,  using her own chi ldhood
secrets  against  her .  Rival  ambit ious women f ight  for  the favor
of  Queen Victoria .  Meanwhile ,  Janie and Nicholas  learn that
soulmates  aren’t  a  real  thing,  and that  their  engagement is
bui l t  on l ie  after  l ie  after  l ie .  I f  they can’t  trust  each other ,
who else  wil l  they turn to?  Who is  wait ing in the wings to
comfort  them?

Queen Victoria  is  entranced by the tale  of  Fel ici ty and invites
her to the palace.  The spy network Janie once operated turns
to revolution.  Nicholas ’s  holdings in the Americas  are
threatened by s lave upris ings;  Nicholas  real izes  that  his  wealth
is  bui l t  on,  wel l ,  human traff icking.  Wil l  he have a  cris is  of
conscience,  or  continue l i fe  as  i t  was  l ike everyone else  in his
social  c ircle?  Perhaps revolution is  inevitable . . .  Perhaps other
people have a  s take in what  he chooses  to do next .

Janie ’s  rapid r ise  precedes an even more rapid fal l .  Disgraced,
wil l  Nicholas  s t i l l  marry her?  What  wil l  they lose to be
together?
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W H Y  N O W /  

A U T H O R ’ S  S T A T E M E N T .

W H Y  N O W /  

A U T H O R ’ S  S T A T E M E N T .

I  am a self-admitted Jane Austen nut  and a  Bridgerton stan.  But  the genre is  missing something:  namely,  messy,
toxic  women who bring everyone in their  orbit  down with them. The Anna Delvey of  historical  drama,  i f  you
wil l .  With respect  to the 12  Jane Austen adaptat ion I  just  saw,  i t ’ s  t ime we said “no” to the old and “hel l  yeah”
to the less  old.  Here i t  i s :  we’re  blowing up Regency romance.  There wil l  be bombs,  both l i teral  and
metaphorical .

t h

We’re in Victorian England,  which means we can have fun with innovations in technology,  plus  some crazy ideas
l ike feminism and s lave aboli t ion.  We can talk  about  the Industrial  Revolution,  and al l  the changes i t  wrought in
the dai ly l ives  of  the lower and upper classes .  Into i ts  midst ,  we throw Janie and Nicholas ,  s tar-crossed lovers
who are al l  wrong for  each other .  She’s  a  bit  of  a  bitch,  he’s  a  bit  of  a  wuss .  But  they have such chemistry!  The
sex is  too good to stop!  And so i t  goes .  Chaos and explosions.  Drama for the ages .

Janie is  both wish fulf i l lment and a  cathart ic ,  primal-scream downfal l  of  a  woman,  a l l  rol led into one.  Born with
less  than nothing,  she gains  everything through l ies ,  fraud,  and subterfuge.  But  who wouldn’t  do i t ,  with a  l i t t le
less  of  that  thing we cal l  conscience?  Wouldn’t  we al l  take the Anna Delvey route i f  we weren’t  such damnable
cowards?  So we watch Janie plant  the seeds of  her own destruction even as  she gal l ivants  across  England
charming the masses ,  with a  reluctant  but  in-love Nicholas  in tow.

I  bel ieve there’s  a  t ime for everything,  and now is  the t ime for Janie to blow her l i fe  up in our faces .  I  promise
it ’ l l  be sexy,  chaotic  fun—the perfect  antidote to snoozefest  prest ive TV and the stupid banal i ty of  modern l i fe .

With love,  and Janie-l ike enthusiast ic  chaos,
Annika Lee -  30 June 2026
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T H A N K  Y O U .T H A N K  Y O U .
Contact :  annikac lee@gmail . com
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